b. Young people infected by genuine Christianity, however, are better prepared to minister than converts who have not had the privilege of a Christian home.
c. Are we immunizing our children from genuine Christianity or are we infecting them with the real thing?
d. The author of Early Christians of the Twentieth Century said it is easier to vaccinate men with mild Christianity than to infect them with the real thing.
e. Are you immunizing your Children against real Christianity, or are you infecting them with the real thing?
5. "Train up" is used four times in the OT and in each of the other three uses it means to dedicate, as in a house or temple.
a. It means to set apart for Godly purposes.
b. It is a picture of what a parent should do with children.
B. Second, train up means to be a consistent example to the child.
1. This is a most difficult but most effective way to communicate.
2. If teaching would make my children smart they would be brilliant.
3. Training means more than telling; it is living out the truth. e. If a parent is trying to teach a child to memorize Scripture and he is not truthful the child picks up on this and sees that Christianity is hypocritical.
6. "To train up" comes from a Hebrew root form that describes a Hebrew midwife plunging a finger into dates or olive oil and rubbing it in the mouth of a child to create a desire for thirst. e. If your children see a real change in you they will never recover from the experience.
f. Taking notes is good but notes don't change lives.
g. Only by living out the Christian life in the power of the Spirit can you have solid evidence to give to your children that Christ is real.
C. Third, train up means providing a happy atmosphere in which to live.
1. Read Proverbs through often as the message of a man to his son.
2. Proverbs is a training manual to help a son live pleasing to God.
3. The problem of Christian homes today is that we are suffering from a fog of mortalism in which we are hopelessly uptight and guilty.
4. The Christian experience is to be enjoyed, not endured.
5. Some Christians look as though they were weaned on a pickle.
6. Some students ask for advice, wondering if something is the will of God because they enjoy it; if it were difficult they would be convinced it's God's will.
7. Obeying God is exciting.
8. I pray God will instruct you by his Spirit to be liberated in him rather than to be in chains of the expectations of man.
9. I know of a peach farming family that has several well adjusted children that are in ministry because the home is well balanced and fun. 1. The greatest need of children is for parents to be with them.
2. I went with a juvenile officer once to pick up a boy of a wealthy man.
a. The man lamented that he had given the boy everything.
b. The officer said the boy needed a parent.
3. Nothing substitutes for personal time spent with a child. E. Fifth, train up means to provide positive reasons for your conviction.
1. A girl planned to go to the mission field after nursing school.
2. She never got to the field and never married.
3. I asked her what happened, and she told me that her training was all second hand as her mother never let her participate in the real world. 7. Studying at Wheaton I pastored a church and began visiting some people. a. They were upset that kids were playing ball on the front lawn instead of the back lawn on Sunday.
b. It's sloppy thinking. 8. A Stanford University researcher found that learning from direct experience can also come about by observation of others' behavior and the consequences. a. We can communicate a great deal to our children by providing adequate models for them.
b. We need to be positive role models. 
